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The Nature Conservancy’s Farm Bill Priorities
The Farm Bill can be a powerful conservation tool by strengthening existing programs that protect natural resources and in turn, support farming lifestyles. The Nature Conservancy is providing specific recommendations for Congress to consider as it reauthorizes the nation’s farm bill. 
Funding for Conservation Title 
· TNC opposes reduction of funding increases for conservation below the threshold amount of $4 billion in the Senate bill 
· Urges the conference committee to work towards an increase of the $4.5 billion provided in the House bill.  
Wetland Reserve Program

Floodplain Easements

TNC supports the WRP floodplain pilot program in the House bill which could include up to 10,000 acres of floodplain easements each year. The Senate bill does not include this provision. 

WRP Easement Valuation

TNC's objective is to secure language in the conference report that ensures the WRP program is directed to use generally accepted professional appraisal concepts and methods to establish fair market value for the interests in land acquired by the government for public purposes. 
Grassland Reserve Program

· TNC supports increasing the GRP acreage to 2 million acres with no fiscal cap. 
· The bulk of GRP funding should be focused on conservation easements rather than restoration activities. 
· GRP should be exempt from the regional equity provision to allow the program to target areas in the country where grassland is under extreme conversion pressure.

Forestry Provisions

· TNC appreciates the improved opportunities for forest landowners to participate in conservation programs including EQIP.   

· We support the Senate’s inclusion of restoration of a longleaf pine forest or other declining forest ecosystems and the Wildlife Habitat Program in CRP. 

· We support the language in the House and Senate bills that authorizes new planning and priority setting for the nation’s forestlands.  

· We support the House language concerning formation of the Forest Resource Coordinating Committee. 
Healthy Forest Reserve Program

We support placing the Healthy Forest Reserve Program in Title II, and we like the option of permanent easements, in keeping with other reserve programs.  We will continue to work toward mandatory funding of the program, at a minimum of the House level of $10 million per year.

Regional Water Enhancement Program

· We support guaranteed funding of RWEP. 
· TNC does not support distributing funding through state allocations.  We prefer a national competitive program based on the project selection criteria outlined in both the House and Senate bills. 
· We support allowing the Secretary to have flexibility to determine what, if any, caps should be placed on payments to recipients of RWEP. We support the House bill’s waiver of the 1001D payment limit cap, and we support Secretarial discretion as to whether to apply other program payments.

· We support Secretarial discretion to include NGOs as partners, as the Senate bill makes explicit. 
Tax Incentives for Conservation Easements

· TNC strongly supports the permanent extension of enhanced tax deductions for conservation easements that are currently set to expire.  
Sodsaver Provision

· TNC supports the current bills’ limitations on crop insurance eligibility.  

